

ADOPTED 12/9/14


Introduced by Council Member Lee & Co-sponsored by Council
Members Daniels, Brown, Gaffney & Jones:
RESOLUTION 2014-745-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE LIFE AND NOTEWORTHY ACHIEVEMENTS OF ALFRED “AL” AUSTIN, ATHLETE, EDUCATOR, MENTOR AND COMMUNITY LEGEND; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the AnnieRuth Foundation will be honoring Alfred “Al” Austin as a Community Legend for his outstanding, noteworthy achievements as an athlete, educator and mentor on Saturday, November 15, 2014; and

WHEREAS,
a Jacksonville native, “Al” Austin is a graduate of Stanton High School and Florida A&M University; as a standout in track and field at FAMU, “Al” Austin teamed up with “Bullet” Bob Hayes and subsequently broke records in the 440 relay; and

WHEREAS,
after graduating from college,  “Al” Austin returned to his hometown, Jacksonville, and embarked on a career and life as a dedicated teacher, coach and mentor who touched and molded the lives of countless youth over a thirty year span; and
WHEREAS,
at Ribault High School, Mr. Austin excelled as a classroom teacher, was a dedicated Athletic Director and excelled as head coach of the Ribault High School girls basketball team; for the next thirty years, the girls basketball team  broke numerous records and made “Al” Austin the all-time winningest coach in Florida; and

WHEREAS,
in recognition of his life-time of noteworthy achievements, “Al” Austin was inducted into the FAMU Hall of Fame in 1999; in that same year, he was elected to the Florida Athletic Coaches Hall of Fame; in 2000, he was inducted into the Bob Hayes Hall of Fame; he was subsequently cited as National Coach of the Year by USA Today; and
WHEREAS,
“Al” Austin’s professionalism and prowess were recognized when, in 2004, he was designated Head Coach of the East Team in the MacDonald’s All-America Classic Games; and

WHEREAS,
throughout his life, Alfred “Al” Austin has been an extraordinary leader whose example inspired many; he has given much to his hometown of Jacksonville, and his students, friends, colleagues and fellow citizens will long be in his debt for being the kind, caring, good and decent man that he has always been; and we are proud to honor him; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Alfred “Al” Austin for his lifetime of noteworthy achievements as an athlete, educator, mentor and exemplary community legend and we wish him continued successes and Godspeed.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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